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DIRECTOR'S NOTES
Over the past 24 years, the Springer Theatre Academy's A5 Company Class 
has transported audiences to places like Alice’s Wonderland, the land of 
Narnia, and most recently the Hundred Acre Wood. Through many stories 
that already have a place in our hearts, Academy students have brought 
love and contagious energy to the Springer stage leaving audiences feeling 
nostalgic and delighted. This year to open the Springer Opera House’s 151st 
season, A5 students will not only be bringing love and energy to the stage, 
but games, dragon secrets, and loads of tacos! 

The beloved children's book and New York Times best-seller, Dragons Love 
Tacos by Adam Rubin comes to life on the Springer stage to bring joy to 
audiences of all ages. Throughout this show, you’ll learn just what you need 
to host your very first party with dragons! It is with great gratitude that 
the Springer opens its doors this summer to our cherished patrons to cel-
ebrate with buckets and boats of tacos.  Whether you’re returning to the 
Springer Opera House or visiting for the first time, I hope you feel right at 
home and ready to join our giant taco party! The cast, crew and I are beyond 
grateful to all of the dedicated individuals who have continued to make the 
magic of theatre possible year after year at the Springer Opera House. 

Finally, I would like to thank the incredible cast and creative team for bring-
ing great pleasure throughout this process. All of their amazing efforts to 
bring this show to life have made this process truly magical. Now settle in 
with your loved ones, keep an eye out for that spicy salsa and remember, If 
you want to make friends with dragons, tacos are key! 

Warmest regards,

Maddie Tweed 



© Total System Services LLC. ® All rights reserved worldwide. TSYS® is a federally registered service mark of Total System Services LLC.

TSYS is proud to support 
the Springer Opera House.
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Maddie Tweed (Director/Choreographer) 
is an Atlanta based actor, dancer and 
choreographer. She is thrilled to return to the 
Springer Opera House to direct Dragons Love 
Tacos. Maddie's last directing project was 
the Springer's 2020 Christmas production of 
Winter Wonderettes. She has performed on 
the Springer stage many times in productions 
that include West Side Story, and The Little 
Mermaid, and has choreographed for the 
Springer Theatre Academy's productions of 
101 Dalmatians and The Rainbow Fish. She 
received her bachelor of the fine arts in theatre 
from Columbus State University in 2016, 
and has since moved to Atlanta to focus on 
choreography and teaching. Maddie would 
like to thank the outstanding cast and crew for 
being a part of this magical process, as well 
as her family, friends and Joey for all their love 
and encouragement. 

Matthew Swindell (Scenic Designer) is 
the Springer’s Director of Production. He 
graduated from Columbus State University 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Design 
and Technology. He has worked on many 
Springer productions over the past ten years 
in a variety of different roles including Director, 
Scenic Designer, Lighting Designer, Technical 
Director, and Road Manager for the Springer’s 
touring company, Springer Theatricals. You 
may also remember Matthew from his time on 
stage as Teddy Roosevelt in the Springer’s 
2017 production of Newsies.

MH Harrison (Stage Manager) is a 2019 
Graduate of Columbus State University, where 
they earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theater 
Design and Technology and a Minor in Studio 
Art. MH currently works at the Springer as a 
Stage Manager, Deck chief, and resident MH.

Katie Underwood (Lighting Designer) is a senior 
member of the Springer artistic staff responsible 
for casting and contracting production personnel 
for all mainstage and studio productions. She is 
also one of several directors on our staff with past 
credits including The Wizard of Oz and The Great 
Gatsby. Katie serves as the primary lighting 
designer for productions taking place in our 
McClure Theatre with favorite designs including 
Ace: The Eugene Bullard Story, The Jungle Book, 
and Mother of Rain. She is a Springer Theatre 
Academy alumni and a graduate of the CSU with 
a BFA in theatre design and technology. Katie 
is currently pursuing an MBA from Kennesaw 
State University and will graduate in July. She is 
an avid runner and fitness enthusiast. When not 
in rehearsal or doing school work, Katie enjoys 
spending time with her husband and two girls. 
If she’s not at work or at home, she’s probably 
at the gym.

Patti Jo Fenzel (Properties Designer) earned 
her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Design and 
Technology from CSU in 2010 and has worked 
in theaters around the country including Florida 
Repertory Theater, Texas Shakespeare Festival 
and Opera New Jersey.

Julianne Slaton (Sound Designer) earned 
her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre Design & 
Technology at Columbus State University with 
a proficiency in Sound Design. She started at 
the Springer as a volunteer and transitioned to 
working here full time on our 2015 production of 
A Chorus Line. She has since enjoyed working 
as sound designer on almost every Springer 
production since, as well as completing her first 
professional scenic design for the Academy’s 
production of The Stinky Cheese Man and Other 
Fairly Stupid Tales.

P R O D U C T I O N  B I O S



Alex Allison (Costume Designer) grew up 
in Lincoln, NE and began performing at local 
community theatres at a young age. His favorite 
costume and wig design credits include Grease 
and Stardust Road at Temple Theatre in Sanford, 
NC; Hairspray at Pinewood Bowl Inc. in Lincoln NE; 
Guys and Dolls at The Stage Theater in Hickman, 
NE; Wigs for Bonnie and Clyde at The Stage 
Theater in Hickman, NE; The Drowsy Chaperone at 
The Monomoy Theatre in Chatham, MA; and The 
Fantasticks at The Monomoy Theatre in Chatham, 
MA.  Alex has been working as a costume and 
wig designer across the US and also worked with 
Norwegian Cruise Lines as a Production Wardrobe 
Supervisor.

Walter Pigford (Technical Director) is excited 
to join the Springer team. He is from Georgia, 
graduating from Georgia Southern University 
Armstrong Campus (previously known as 
Armstrong State University) with a BA in theater. 
After graduating he lived in NYC for 4 years working 
on the Off-Broadway circuit and working full time as 
the Assistant Technical Director at Pace University. 
He has worked at various regional theaters around 
the country but is glad to be back in his home state 
bringing theater to the Columbus community.
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COURTESIES
ELECTRONIC DEVICES

ALLERGY ALERT

LATE SEATING

EMERGENCY EXITS

TALKING

No doubt we have all been 
distracted by a cell phone or 
watch alarm ringing or lighting up 
when attending the theatre. Out 
of consideration for your fellow 
audience members, we ask that you 
turn off all elctronic devices that 
emit noise or light. Thank you.

For the safety of those with 
allergies, please refrain from the 
use of scented perfumes, colognes, 
or lotions before coming to the 
theatre.

We endeavour to minimize the 
distraction for our patrons and 
actors when seating latecomers. If 
you arrive late for a performance, 
you will be seated at the first 
appropriate moment in the show 
in designated latecomer seating. 
You are welcome to move to your 
assigned seat at intermission.

We ask that you please take a 
moment to identify the exit nearest 
you, so you can safely exit in the 
event of an emergency.

Please refrain from talking to your 
neighbor during the performance, 
as it can be distracting to other 
audience members as well as the 
performers on stage.
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The Springer Society is the driving force behind vital programs which 
could not exist without donor support. Ticket sales only make up a portion 
of the costs of preserving and protecting this beautiful National Historic 
Landmark building and providing educational and artistic programs. If you 
are a Springer Society member, Thank You! If not, we invite you to join. For 

more information about Springer Society, email Devolpment Director 
Tate LeClair at tleclair@springeroperahouse.org

CLICK HERE TO DONATE
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N e w t  &  P h y l l i s  A a ro n
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B o b  &  B re n d a  A m m e r m a n
A m y  &  B ra d  P a l m e r
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H e l e n  J .  B u r g i n
M r s .  O t i s  B .  B u r n h a m
Ta y l o r  a n d  G ra c e  B u r t o n - E d w a r d s
D o u g l a s  &  Te re s i t a  C a b a t i n g a n
J i m  &  A n n  C a m p b e l l
M r.  R a y m o n d  C a m p b e l l
C i n d y  C a n t e r b u r y
C o l b y  a n d  L a u ra  C a r d i n
L a r r y  &  P a t t y  C a r d i n
C a r m e n  &  R y a n  O v e r t o n
Fra n c e s  C a s t i l e
M i c h a e l  C a v a l i e re
E l a i n e  C h a m b l e s s
L a u ra  &  D i r k  C h a n d l e r
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E v a  &  J o h n  C h a p p e l l e
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S u e  C h i l d s
K a re n  C l a r k
B a r b a ra  C l e m e n t
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R o r y  C o n n o l l y
To m  &  M y ra  C o n v e r s e
Va l e r i e  C o o k
C a r m e n  C o o k s l e y
M a r i l o u  C o o p e r
R a c h e l  a n d  J u l i a n a  C o w a r t
S h a w n  C r u z e n
D o n n a  C u l l i fe r
M a r i a  C u n n i n g h a m
B o b b i e  &  D o n  D a k i n
S u e  D a l e l i o
A n n i e  R u t h  D a v i s
C a ro l  D a v i s
D a n  &  S a n d y  D a w s o n
M i c h e l l e  D e B r u y n
M i c h a e l  &  M a x i n e  D e n n i s t o n
J o a n n  D i c k s o n
J o s e p h  D o b s o n

E d w a r d  &  D o ro t h y  D o y l e
D r.  &  M r s .  R o b e r t  M .  P a t t o n
R u s ,  K i m ,  A n n a  K a t h e r i n e ,  &  R y a n  D re w
M a r j o r i e  A l e x a n d e r  D r u r y
D a i s y  D u d a s
B a r b a ra  K .  D u n a w a y
Wi l l i a m  D u n c a n
D u p o n t  K i r v e n  Fo u n d a t i o n
A n d re a  &  A n n a l i s e  E a g l e
J e a n n e t t e  E a r l i n
Ly n d a  E l d r i d g e
N o r m a n  E l t z e r
R o s e a n n e  E r i c k s o n
E d  &  J a n e  E r k e s
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C a l e b  Fa u l k n e r
P a m  &  Fra n k  Fe a g l e
E r i c  &  Tra c i  Fe l o c k
B o b  &  D e l l  Fe l t o n
J o  F i k e
M u r i e l  F i s h
M a r i a n  F l e t c h e r
To m  &  L u c i l e  F l o u r n o y
J a n e t  F l u k e r
E l i z a b e t h  Fo s t e r
S h a ro n  Fo x e
J u l i e  Fu l i r
M i c h e l l e  Fu l l e r
M e re d i t h  Fu n d e r b u r k
E l e n a  G a l v i s
C h u c k  G a n t n e r
C i n d y  a n d  S p e n c e r  G a r ra r d
J a s o n  G a y l o r
R o b i n  G a y l o r
L a r r y  &  K a t h y  G i e re r
D r.  &  M r s .  R .  C l a r k  G i l l e t t  J r .
L i l i a  G i l l i s
N i c h o l e  G l o z i e r
M a r i a h  G o fo r t h
D r.  &  M r s .  R a y m o n d  B .  G o n z a l e z
B e c k y  G o o d m a n
M a l e r i e  G o o d m a n
B o b b i e  G o o d w i n
M r s .  L a u ra  Q .  G o w e r
J a m e s  G ra n u c c i
A n g e l a  G ra y
D r.  A l i c e  B u d g e  &  J o h n  G re e n m a n
C y n t h i a  G r i f f i n
J a n e  G r i m e s
A n t h o n y  G u e r re ra
S u s a n  G u n n e l s
K a re n  H a l l
D r.  L a m a r  &  C a ro l  H a m r i c
D w i g h t  H a m r i c k
B a r b a ra  H a n d
R o b  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  H a r b i s o n
H a ro l d  &  J e a n  H a r b u c k
J o h n  H a r g ro v e
R a q u e l  H a r p e r
C y n t h i a  H a r r i s
J a c q u e l i n e  H a r r i s
M r.  a n d  M r s .  M a d d e n  H a t c h e r,  J r .
Ly n n  A .  H e r m a n
D i a n e  &  C a r l  H e t t
R o y  H i c k m a n
S u s a n  H i e r s
L i n d a  H i n m a n
Ly n n  H o d g e s
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The Springer wishes to acknowledge the donors who have stepped up to fight for the Springer’s 
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Paul R. Pierce (Producing Artistic Director) has led the Springer 
Opera House as producing artistic director since 1988, taking 
the State Theatre of Georgia in new artistic directions while 
expanding its audience and influence throughout the nation. 
For over 30 years, Paul has directed and produced more 
than 300 comedies, dramas and musicals at the Springer. A 
Rome, Ga. native with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from 
the University of Georgia, he is also an Equity actor who has 
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Paul is the author of nine plays and The Springer Ghost Book.



WE AT THE SPRINGER WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE WITH GREAT 

RESPECT THAT THE LAND UPON WHICH WE ARE FORTUNATE 

TO MAKE ART IS THE ANCESTRAL HOME OF THE MUSCOGEE 

(CREEK) PEOPLE, WHO DOMINATED THE SOUTHEASTERN PART 

OF THIS CONTINENT FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS.

AS MUSCOGEE LAND IN NORTH GEORGIA AND ALABAMA WAS 

GRADUALLY SEIZED AND SETTLED, THE PEOPLE FROM THE 

UPPER MUSCOGEE CHIEFDOM OF COOSA JOINED THEIR COUSINS 

IN THE LOWER MUSCOGEE CHIEFDOM OF COWETA BEFORE MOST 

WERE FINALLY REMOVED TO OKLAHOMA BY THE U.S. ARMY IN 

1836-37. 

THE SPRINGER IS ADJACENT TO “MOTHER TOWN” COWETA 

and “DAUGHTER TOWN” CUSSETA, TWO ANCIENT CENTERS OF 

MUSCOGEE CULTURE.

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE MUSCOGEE PEOPLE CAN BE FOUND AT 

MUSCOGEENATION.COM or LOWERMUSKOGEETRIBE.COM


